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This newsletter belongs to all     
of us.  Your input is greatly   
appreciated.  Please feel free 

to submit articles to the    
editor. 
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Mission Statement 
As we encounter God’s heart  

of love, our hearts are made  

new by God’s Spirit.  We invite 

people to experience Christ’s 

love, welcoming each one into a  

caring fellowship, serving Christ 

with our gifts and resources.  
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A recent survey of 150,000 people 

around the world showed the world’s 

happiest people are not in the world’s 

richest countries.  

 

Seven of the world’s top ten countries 

with the most upbeat attitudes are in 

Latin America.  They include Panama, 

El Salvador, Guatemala and Ecuador.  

Many of the seven rate poorly in tradi-

tional measures of well-being, such as 

Guatemala, which sits just above Iraq 

on the United Nation’s Human Devel-

opment Index, a composite of life ex-

pectancy, education and per capita 

income. 

 

The survey raises new questions 

about what makes people happy and 

positive.  The traditional metrics such 

as life expectancy, per capita income 

and graduation rates may no longer 

be correct.  Prosperous and well-

educated nations are often deeply 

unhappy ones. 

 

These polls are not an excuse to ig-

nore the problems of poverty, lack of 

health care and education.  However, 

they do remind us that joy and happi-

ness are not grounded in wealth, 

health and education. 

 

They cause us to personally ponder 

what determines our happiness?  

What are we teaching or modeling for 

our children?  

 

 

 

 

The Depth of  Who We Are 
by Jenn Esbenshade 

 

 Article 10 entitled “The Church in Mis-

sion” states that “the church is called to 

witness to the reign of Christ by em-

bodying Jesus’ way in its own life and 

patterning itself after the reign of 

God” (p. 42). This isn’t simply telling 

others about God but rather fully living 

out the way of Jesus so that we embody 

Christ. 

 Article 11 on Baptism points to why 

we became called “Anabaptists” or “re-

baptizers”.  Instead of practicing infant 

baptism we believe “baptism is for 

those who are of the age of accountabil-

ity and who freely request baptism on 

the basis of their response to Jesus 

Christ in faith” (47). This has led some 

to be baptized as an infant and then 

again as an adult. 

 Another unique practice of Men-

nonites is foot washing. As Article 13 

states, foot washing allows believers to 

“share in the body of Christ” and “renew 

their willingness to let go of pride and 

worldly power and offer their lives in 

humble service and sacrificial love” (p. 

53). 

 Finally, many identify Mennonites 

with the concepts of peace, justice, and 

nonresistance, which is the title of Arti-

cle 22. This article starts by simply stat-

ing, “we believe that peace is the will of 

God” (p. 81). While we pray and ask 

God to bring about God’s peace, we also 

are called to be active in this mission. 

“As followers of Jesus, we participate in 

his ministry of peace and justice. He has 

called us to find our blessing in making 

peace and seeking justice” (p. 81). 

 This is just a snapshot of the depth 

of what we believe. I am inspired by the 

beauty of our written beliefs. I am en-

couraged by all that we possess in com-

mon. I pray that we see our Confession 

of Faith as what holds us together as a 

church. 

 If someone were to ask you what 

you believe, what would you say? Could 

you simply summarize your faith? 

 Mennonites have worked for centu-

ries to define their beliefs beginning 

with the Schleitheim Articles in 1527 up 

until the latest Confession of Faith in 

1995. Despite the breadth of our faith, 

too often much attention is paid to a 

few lines. These are often the points of 

discussion or even disagreement.  In 

recent months, much attention has 

been paid to one line in one article 

while seemingly ignoring the beauty of 

what holds us together. 

 So what is it that we believe? What 

draws us into a community of faith? 

There are 24 articles and the first is 

simply entitled “God”. It states, “We be-

lieve that God has created all things 

visible and invisible, has brought salva-

tion and new life to humanity through 

Jesus Christ, and continues to sustain 

the church and all things until the end 

of the age” (p. 10). This paints an image 

of God as creator, redeemer, and sus-

tainer who desires to be in relationship 

with us. 

 The Confession then moves to de-

scribe Jesus in article 2. He is referred 

to as “the Word of God”, “Savior of the 

world”, “Son of God”, and “head of the 

church” for us (p. 13).  He is our 

prophet, teacher, priest, and king. The 

Holy Spirit, in article 3, “empowers the 

church, who is the source of our life in 

Christ” (p. 17). The Bible is described as 

“the essential book of the church. 

Through the Bible the Holy Spirit nur-

tures the obedience of faith to Jesus 

Christ and guides the church in shaping 

its teaching, witnessing, and wor-

ship” (p. 22). These are the foundations 

for our church and our faith. 

 The Confession goes on to describe 

more aspects of our faith, including 

what makes us as Mennonites unique. 
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Remembering those in our church family  

who went to be with our Lord   

in a previous  July. 

IN  LOV IN G  MEM ORY  

W I SD OM  FO R  EV ERYDAY  L IF E  
    B Y  P A U L  M A R T I N  

being broken”.  This in 

reference to others, not 

himself for he has ear-

lier proclaimed his right-

eousness. 

How do we relate to 

such a proclamation?   If 

we truly have taken on 

the righteousness of our 

Lord can we demand our 

freedom in Christ guar-

antees our wellbeing 

and protection from 

those who would op-

press us?  Yes we can 

for as He told his disci-

ples, “you may ask what 

you will and it shall be 

done unto you”.   

But putting on the right-

eousness of Christ is the 

PSALM  119 

VV 121---128 

HOPE FOR DELIVERANCE 

FROM HIS OPPRESSORS 

 I have done what is right-

eous and just; do not leave 

me to my oppressors.

(v121) 

 The psalmist has arrived 

at a feeling of self-

confidence which allows 

him to proclaim his own 

righteousness.   And fur-

ther because he has been 

righteous and just he 

claims the right to be freed 

from his oppressors.  In 

verse 126 he boldly de-

clares;  “ It is time for you 

to act, O Lord, your law is 

sticking point.  

 How often do we forget 

that simple requirement 

and proceed doing 

things relying on our 

own intellect; forgetting 

that all our righteous-

ness is as “filthy rags” 

beside the righteous-

ness which comes from 

above that is freely ours 

if we but ask. 

PRAYER 

Lord, we pray forgive-

ness for putting on hu-

man righteousness and 

ignoring your righteous-

ness that you purchased 

for us at Calvary.  AMEN 

     Mary  Mull             Ruth  Horst            John R. Kennel               H. Richard Sauder       

     July 1, 1982         July 20, 1997             July 16, 1998                    July 6, 1999                 

 

   Elsie Hess               Isaac L. Sauder            Anna S. Sauder            Mary E. Bowman                                                                  

July 14, 1999              July 22, 1999                July 30, 2000                 July 25, 2003 

 

           Mary W. Stauffer               Dorothy Martin       Mary  Troxel 

               July 16, 2005                     July 19, 2006                July 16, 2012 
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LT H I G H LIG H TS  
  B Y  J E N N  E S B E N S H A D E  

Spanish English Relation-

ship –An update was 

given about a visit to the 

church in Norristown that 

has three distinct groups 

worshipping together. 

Members from both 

NHMC and Spanish Men-

nonite met with members 

of the church to learn how 

they work with the differ-

ent cultural and ethnic 

groups in their church. 

Jen asked for members at 

NHMC to remain in prayer 

about the process and be 

open to the work of the 

Spirit. 

 

Camp – An announcement 

was placed in the bulletin 

to ask for any contributions 

for a camp fund. In the 

meantime the fees were 

paid with trust that dona-

tions would come. 

 

Elder of Christian Educa-

tion – The congregation will 

vote to affirm Bob A. for a 

third team. 

E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R  N E W S  
   B Y  W A N D A  G O N Z A L E Z  C O L E M A N     

“New director 

slightly over-

whelmed, see 

next issue”. As 

Quoted by 

Tammy Snader 

Membership Role – The 

LT worked through the 

membership role and 

moved some people to 

the inactive list. Letters 

will be sent to seven of 

those moved to the inac-

tive to let them know 

about their membership. 

The old inactive list was 

deleted, as it was very out

-of-date. 

 

Pastoral Candidate – The 

LT has discussed the pas-

toral process at each of 

 

their recent meetings. The 

LT determined the format 

for Dawn’s visit and how to 

approach the congrega-

tional meeting afterwards. 

There have also been up-

dates from the Conference 

and now from the mediator, 

Marcus Smucker. 
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