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This newsletter belongs to all     
of us.  Your input is greatly   
appreciated.  Please feel free 

to submit articles to the    
editor. 

 

 

Editor: Judy Nguyen 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
As we encounter God’s heart  

of love, our hearts are made  

new by God’s Spirit.  We invite 

people to experience Christ’s 

love, welcoming each one into a  

caring fellowship, serving Christ 

with our gifts and resources.  

New Hol land Mennonite  Church  
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A recent survey of 150,000 people 

around the world showed the world’s 

happiest people are not in the world’s 

richest countries.  

 

Seven of the world’s top ten countries 

with the most upbeat attitudes are in 

Latin America.  They include Panama, 

El Salvador, Guatemala and Ecuador.  

Many of the seven rate poorly in tradi-

tional measures of well-being, such as 

Guatemala, which sits just above Iraq 

on the United Nation’s Human Devel-

opment Index, a composite of life ex-

pectancy, education and per capita 

income. 

 

The survey raises new questions 

about what makes people happy and 

positive.  The traditional metrics such 

as life expectancy, per capita income 

and graduation rates may no longer 

be correct.  Prosperous and well-

educated nations are often deeply 

unhappy ones. 

 

These polls are not an excuse to ig-

nore the problems of poverty, lack of 

health care and education.  However, 

they do remind us that joy and happi-

ness are not grounded in wealth, 

health and education. 

 

They cause us to personally ponder 

what determines our happiness?  

What are we teaching or modeling for 

our children?  

 

 

 

 

"God is here"  
by Wayne Speigle 

 

 though many things have been enjoy-

able and memorable.  I have sensed 

that I did not get to bring new ideas to 

you, so much as remind you of what is 

already known.  I have gotten to know 

many of you pretty well, some not as 

much (regretfully.) 

 

I have said this and say again, this 

congregation is “normal” in the sense 

that it faces many of the challenges 

most other congregations do.  The 

majority of churches have attendance 

under 100 people, yet more people 

attend churches which are much lar-

ger (don’t think too much about those 

numbers.)  The upshot is that we tend 

to expect more than a small normal 

church can possible deliver. 

 

But we also have realistic expecta-

tions.  We hope for, I think, a place 

where we each can be involved at the 

level we are able, where we are ac-

cepted for who we are, encouraged to 

be who we can be.  We yearn for 

friendship, acceptance, a place where 

people will care for us and a place 

where we can worship God together. 

 

God is present with New Holland Men-

nonite Church: in worship, in service, 

in fellowship and friendship. 

  

 Two times in the past several 

years I have paid regular visits to a 

physical therapist.  Both occasions 

were after reconstructive knee sur-

gery, due to years of skiing, running, 

falling down and getting back up. The 

therapist in these sessions worked 

toward healing and mobility, while 

helping me to think and exercise to-

ward restored and possibly better 

physical health. 

 

This past seven months I have been 

something of a therapist for New Hol-

land Mennonite Church.  I have tried 

not to “do the work” for you, but have 

tried to work alongside you, making 

observations, suggesting different 

ways, asking questions and in general 

(I hope) encouraging.   I have basically 

observed that “stuff happens” to all of 

us, in different ways.  We learn to deal 

with life events with perseverance, 

humor, and grace.  Though not all that 

happens to us is God’s will, I believe, 

how we deal with what happens can 

be pleasing to God. 

 

The adjustment, I know, has not been 

easy.  I have a different personality 

and style than the previous pastors, I 

do not live in the New Holland area 

and I only served ¾ time.  Some of 

you were picking up some responsibili-

ties too, with enthusiasm and with 

reluctance.  We wondered about the 

future and what God might be doing in 

this congregation. 

 

And now you get to adjust to another 

new pastor who is also different.  

Seven months is not a long time, 
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Remembering those in our church family  

who went to be with our Lord   

in a previous  August. 

IN  LOV IN G  MEM ORY  

W I SD OM  FO R  EV ERYDAY  L IF E  
    B Y  P A U L  M A R T I N  

Lord personally to reveal 

himself to us; and then 

allowing ourselves to be 

taught by him through the 

Holy Spirit’s work in our 

hearts and minds. 

Even though we may read 

the Word daily, study it in 

depth, and have an intel-

lectual knowledge of what 

it teaches, we only truly 

can comprehend it fully by 

allowing the Holy Spirit to 

do his work within us.  To 

do this requires willingness 

and more than that a de-

sire and a thirst for the 

living water that he, the 

Spirit, brings as we seek 

with open hearts and a 

thirst for understanding.     

PSALM  119 

VV129—136 

YOUR WORD IS WONDERFUL 

The unfolding of your word 

gives light, it gives under-

standing to the simple.(v130) 

Make your face shine upon 

your servant, and teach me 

your decrees. (v135) 

  

The psalmist here mentions 

two ways by which we can 

receive and come to an un-

derstanding of God’s word.  

First, by opening and faith-

fully reading the Word and 

letting its teaching give us 

light and understanding.  And 

secondly, by petitioning the 

PRAYER 

Lord, help us to commit 

ourselves to; opening the 

word for its enlightenment, 

as well as our hearts to the 

infilling power of the Holy 

Spirit; so that we may com-

prehend what it is you wish 

to teach us from the 

printed page.  May we be 

willing students as we let 

its messages give us 

knowledge and under-

standing.  Thank you, Lord, 

for your faithfulness in 

prompting us to dig deeper 

and follow faithfully.  

AMEN 

         Evelyn Hess                          Paul Wert                             Peter Shirk              

     August 11, 1989                  August 22, 1991                    August 12,1997  

 

                 Elizabeth H. Sensenig                        Marian R. Weaver  

                     August 28,1999                                August 31, 2007 
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LT H I G H LIG H TS  
  B Y  J E N N  E S B E N S H A D E  

Credentialing and Voting – 

Bob A. updated the LT on the 

Lancaster Conference cre-

dentialing process that had 

occurred. The LT discussed 

the voting process. There 

was a question about how to 

get ballots to all members. 

There was agreement that 

an electronic ballot should 

be sent out to the email list 

asking for any member to 

vote. The ballots would be 

returned to Bob A.’s email 

address. The LT also agreed 

to review all pastoral vote 

ballots and meet with any 

who would not affirm Dawn 

in order to hear any concerns 

they may have.  

  

Congregational Needs – The 

LT discussed how to handle 

general congregational needs 

going forward. The first step is 

for the person to go through 

ESSN but then there will need 

to be clear guidelines for the 

next steps. There was also the 

question of helping members 

or nonmembers, which will 

need to be decided once the 

guidelines are written. Jenn 

has contacted Chuck Holt 

from the Factory Ministries to 

set up a session. Chuck is 

willing to meet with anyone 

E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R  N E W S  
   B Y  W A N D A  G O N Z A L E Z  C O L E M A N     

Greetings from the Early Learn-

ing Center. Things are not slow-

ing down, but the new director is 

now feeling less overwhelmed 

and has found a few minutes to 

put this newsletter together. The 

kids are having a great summer 

and are enjoying the wading 

pool and sprinklers and learning 

about soccer. We had a snow 

day on July 11th and the Kids 

enjoyed eating snow cones and 

then having a snowball fight in 

mid-summer. The discovery club 

has been to the movies, swim-

ming and during this month they 

will go mini-golfing and bowling 

and have a sleepover.  

We are having a bake sale Au-

gust 9th at the PA Dutch Artist 

shop in Intercourse and a sub 

sale on August 13th to benefit 

the Center.  Your donations are 

always appreciated.  

The Center is having its Trike-A-

Thon to benefit St. Judes Chil-

dren’s Hospital on August 15th. 

During that week the kids will 

learn about bicycle safety. Wow, 

this is the 23rd year we have 

participated in this event!  

Many of the teachers are travel-

ling, Leah and Martin are in Hon-

duras and Iliana Martin is spend-

ing time with her family in Guate-

mala and other staff have been 

enjoying the shore. Because of 

this we have many new faces 

here during the summer. Katelyn 

Nolt is our lifeguard; Alexis 

Clymer is the Aide in the Toddler 

room; Angela Messner is the 

assistant teacher in the twos; 

Danielle Walter is the assistant 

teacher for the threes, and Juan 

Escobar returned to work with 

the Discovery Club. I am thank-

ful that God has given us these 

wonderful young people to work 

here and get us through a busy 

summer.  

 

We are looking forward to the 

end of the summer Carnival on 

August 22nd and beginning our 

new school year on August 25th. 

 

Please continue to pray for me 

as I try to fill Peg’s very big 

shoes, as I learn to be an effec-

tive Director, as we train new 

staff and also for the safety of 

the children as we guide them 

and watch over them throughout 

the year. One of the Bible verses 

that has always helped me when 

I start a new Chapter in my life is 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)   

For I know the plans I have 

for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future. 

I know the Lord is with us as we 

begin this journey together. 

 

 

 

from the congregation that is 

interested in this topic and 

also help give direction in 

creating guidelines for our 

congregation. 

  

Elder of Education – Once 

the pastoral ballot is com-

plete, we will send out a 

ballot for Bob A.’s affirmation 

as elder. 

  

Pastoral Change and Sched-

ule – The LT reviewed the 

congregational pastoral vote 

on Friday, July 25 and issued 

a call to Dawn Ranck Hower 

to be the next pastor of 

 

NHMC. The contract was final-

ized on Tuesday, July 29 and 

given to Dawn for her signa-

ture. Wayne will preach August 

3 and August 10 to give time 

for transition and time for accli-

mation. A good-bye service will 

be held for Wayne on August 

10. Since the joint service with 

Spanish Mennonite will be our 

outdoor service on Sept. 7, the 

installation will be Sept. 14. 

Both will have fellowship 

meals. There will be an article 

in the Pennysaver Sept. 3 

about the upcoming events at 

NHMC. 
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A List to Keep 
 

The most destructive habit ………………………………………. Worry 

The greatest joy ……………………………………………………….. Loving God and others 

The most satisfying work  …………………………………………. Helping others 

The ugliest personality trait ………………………………………. Selfishness 

The most endangered species………………………………….. .Dedicated leaders 

Our greatest natural resource……………………………………..Our youth 

The greatest “shot in the arm”…………………………………….Encouragement 

The most effective sleeping pill……………………………………Peace of mind 

The most crippling disease………………………………………….Excuses 

The most powerful force in life……………………………………..Love 

The most dangerous enemy………………………………………...A gossiper 

The world’s most incredible computer………………………….The brain 

The worst thing to be without ……………………………………...Hope 

The deadliest weapon ………………………………………………….The tongue 

The two most power-filled words…………………………………..“I can” 

The greatest asset……………………………………………………….Faith 

The most worthless emotion………………………………………..Self-pity 

The most beautiful attire……………………………………………..SMILE 

The most prized possession…………………………………………Integrity 

The most powerful channel of communication………………Prayer 

The most contagious spirit…………………………………………...Enthusiasm 


