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Mission Statement 
As we encounter God’s heart  

of love, our hearts are made  

new by God’s Spirit.  We invite 

people to experience Christ’s 

love, welcoming each one into a  

caring fellowship, serving Christ 

with our gifts and resources.  

New Hol land Mennonite  Church  

NEWSLETTER  

 

G OA L S ,  H O P E S ,  A N D  D R E A M S  
P A S T O R  D A W N  R A N C K  H O W E R  

On the morning of January 1, 2014 

Bryan and I, knowing that 2014 held 

an unprecedented amount of changes 

for us, sat down and made a list of our 

dreams, goals, and hopes for the year. 

They included selling both of our 

houses, both of us finding jobs, end-

ing my pastorate well at Plains, inte-

grating our four cats and one pit bull, 

finding a house to live together ... it 

was a list of 25 items! Here at the end 

of the year, we pulled out the list, and 

we are grateful that many of them are 

checked off, many in ways that ex-

ceeded our hopes and dreams and 

goals. Would we have remembered all 

of these items if we hadn’t written 

them down so that we can go back to 

them? Someone once said that “in life 

when we aim at nothing we will hit it 

every time.” 

 

In Jeremiah 31:21 the Israelites, re-

turning from exile, are told to “set up 

road markers for yourself, make your-

self signposts; consider well the high-

way, the road by which you went.” In 

the Old Testament the Israelites were 

often told by God to remember. To 

remember those times when God was 

faithful and to tell those stories to 

their children, and to their children’s 

children. It is through times of reflec-

tion that we remember the many ways 

in which God was present with us. 

 

And so, I challenge you, take a minute 

to reflect back on 2014 -- to “consider 

well the highway, the road by which 

you went.” Where was God evident in 

your life this past year? And then, take 

out a pen and paper and answer the 

following questions: What are your 

personal goals for 2015? What are your 

goals for our church in this new year? 

Write them down as road makers for your-

self. 

 

Friends, we don’t know what lies in the 

year ahead. We make our plans, but al-

ways with the knowledge that the future is 

uncertain and our course may need to be 

adjusted as we go along. There are times 

when the road markers and signpost are 

be hidden in the fog. that surrounds us. 

The thing that is certain is that God walks 

with us. 

 

So, here at the beginning of a new year, I 

invite you to join me in praying the prayer 

that Thomas Merton wrote in his book 

Thoughts in Solitude. Merton says it is "a 

prayer everyone can pray": “My Lord God, I 

have no idea where I am going. I do not 

see the road ahead of me. I cannot know 

for certain where it will end. Nor do I really 

know myself, and the fact that I think that 

I am following your will does not mean 

that I am actually doing so. But I believe 

that the desire to please you does in fact 

please you. And I hope I have that desire 

in all that I am doing. I hope that I will 

never do anything apart from that desire. 

And I know that if I do this you will lead me 

by the right road, though I may know noth-

ing about it. Therefore will I trust you al-

ways, though I may seem to be lost and in 

the shadow of death. I will not fear, for 

you are ever with me, and you will never 

leave me to face my perils alone." 

 

May goodness and mercy follow you 

throughout this new year. 

 

New Holland  
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LT H I G H L I G H T S  
B Y  J E N N  E S B E N S H A D E  

W I S D O M  F O R  E V E RY D A Y  L I F E  
 B Y  P A U L  M A R T I N  

us is doing or saying to us or about 

us we certainly are not experiencing 

the peace of mind and heart the 

psalmist writes about here. 

So how do we find that peace….how 

can we come to the place as Jesus 

taught that we can,  “bless those 

who curse us and pray for those 

who despitefully use us”?  It is only 

possible as we recognize that our 

God is father to all, loves saint and 

sinner alike, and that He sent His 

son into the world to save us all. 

We can remain aloof from the ha-

tred and greed around us, no one 

can make us stumble or be of-

PSALM  119 

VV  161—168 

PEACE IN LOVE OF GOD’S LAW 

Great peace have they that love 

your law, 

and nothing can make them stum-

ble. (v 165) 

This oft quoted verse (sometimes 

rendered, "and nothing shall offend 

them”) refers to the internal experi-

ence available to persons who love 

God’s laws and tries to live by them 

daily.  If we stumble or are of-

fended by what the world around 

fended, nor can anyone destroy our 

peace if we immerse ourselves in 

love for the laws of the Lord.  Jesus 

makes all this possible as we put 

our trust in Him.   

PRAYER 

Lord, help us to see our fellow trav-

elers as you see them.  Help us to 

refuse to stumble or be offended 

by what they may say about us or 

do to us.  We covet the peace that 

you alone can give.  AMEN 

Gift Discernment – The last positions 

were put into the slate for gift discern-

ment. The LT gave final, full approval 

to all the volunteers in the listed posi-

tions. The LT also reviewed the role of 

the Finance Committee in the prepa-

ration of the budget. There will be a 

meeting with the members of the Fi-

nance Committee to determine roles 

and responsibilities. The Finance 

Committee will be responsible for cre-

ating a budget and then presenting 

that to the Administration Commission 

and then the LT. 

 

          

Website Update – There continues to 

be work on the church website with 

the hope that the church will eventu-

ally be able to take over the mainte-

nance of the site. 

  

 

Monthly Fellowship Meals – The LT 

would like to continue with the 

meals and received affirmation from 

the hospitality chair. 

  

 

Ash Wednesday Service – Dawn 

would like to have a simple service 

on Ash Wednesday. The LT gave ap-

proval for Dawn to move forward 

with the service planning. 

  

 

Caroling for Members – Since there 

was no Christmas caroling for mem-

ber, there will be a spring caroling 

on March 22 from 6-8pm. 

  

 

 

 

 

House Fellowships – Dawn com-

piled a list of people’s interests in 

regards to small groups. There 

were a few adjustments and Dawn 

will follow up with those affected.  

  

Date for Retreat – The LT set a 

date for March 6-7. 

  

Special Pals – Dawn finalized the 

list and now all members in retire-

ment communities who do not at-

tend regularly have a special pal. 
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E A R LY  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R  N E W S  
B Y  J E N  M O R A L E S  

Happy New Year! With a new year 

come new excitement, new begin-

nings and new plans. Our teachers 

have had a week off to rest and to 

renew their energy. The children have 

had time at home to relax and enjoy 

their families. The office staff has had 

a quiet environment to try to catch up 

and plan for the New Year. Now we 

are ready for the New Year! 

Every day at the Early Learning Center 

is full of excitement. With young chil-

dren excitement naturally happens.  

We ask for your prayers as we crea-

tively look for ways to actively occupy 

the children during the winter months, 

when we are not able to be outdoors 

as often.  Are you interested in helping 

us? We would love for you to stop by 

and read a story to the children or to 

share a hobby with them, even lead 

them in an activity. If you have any 

interest please see me. 

Looking forward to February and 

March we will learn more about our 

communities and helpers in the com-

munity.  Would you be interested in 

sharing with us? We are looking for 

people to tell us about their jobs and 

other things that they do in the com-

munity. The kids love to meet new 

people and we are hoping that you will 

take advantage of this opportunity to 

connect with them. 

We want to thank you for your contin-

ued support of the Early Learning Cen-

ter. Thank you to everyone who at-

tended and helped out at the Christ-

mas program and Luncheon. We 

raised approximately $900 with our 

silent auction. We are still accepting 

donations for our playground fund. 

Please pray with us in the New Year 

asking God to watch over all these 

little ones in our care and our staff as 

they lead them. 

Blessings!  

 



 

A book, written by Beryl Forrester, is scheduled to be 

published in this next year. Each month, until the book 

is printed, we will be excepting a section of the book  

Animist to Anabaptist: Pioneering the Mennonite Mis-

sion in Gambia, Guinea Bissau and Senegal in our 

newsletter. 

 

From Chapter 2: Back to Africa 

The first signs that the doors were opening for my long-

anticipated ministry in Africa came during the final 

weeks of the 20th century. On a typically overcast No-

vember morning in Oregon’s Willamette Valley, I had 

just made my ritual trip down to the mailbox and was 

returning to the house when a white extended-cab 

Ford 250 diesel pickup turned into the driveway and 

slowly growled its way to where I was standing near the 

garage. 

 

The driver leaned his head out the window, greeted me 

and asked, "Is this farm for sale?" 

I said, "Yes, it is, but it would be best if you could come 

back in two weeks so I can show you around and we 

will talk about it more then." After a bit more conversa-

tion, I suspected I had a serious buyer, prepared to 

make a deal. 

 

And so it was that by the end of November 1999, my 

assets were liquid, and I was free to return to Africa 

and begin the life and ministry I had been dreaming 

about and for which the Lord had been preparing me 

over the past forty years. 

 

What I wasn’t seeing in those days of closing out one 

epoch of my life and moving into the next was the 

scale of what was ahead and the enormity of the  

opportunity God was placing before me. In my small 

mindedness, I envisioned myself returning to Africa to 

work with some farmers at improving crop production 

and along the way to share my faith with those who 

might be open to learning more about Jesus. 

Simply put, the vision was "Go back to Africa, do some 

agricultural work, and share the story and the love of 

Jesus." Period. 

 

In my thoughts and imagination there was not even the 

hint of Mennonite Church West Africa, an EMM part-

nership, a missionary team, clinics, preschools,  

agriculture projects, business enterprises, mission 

compounds, village fellowships, and whatever else has 

transpired. It is a case of the vision growing out of the 

mission rather than the other way around. 

 

I also figured that a seven to ten year stint in Africa would 

probably assuage the longing of my heart for Africa and 

that I would eventually return to North   

America. It was a satisfactory but very limited vision. Now 

in hindsight, I realize what I had in mind only betokened 

God’s plan for me as a servant in the extension of his 

Kingdom. … 

 

Even before the Oregon farm sale happened, I had ap-

plied to Youth with a Mission (YWAM) concerning a short-

term volunteer opportunity to serve on the Mercy Ship 

Anastasis in Banjul, Gambia. In their first response to me, 

the door with YWAM was not open; all their volunteer 

slots for the Anastasis ministry in Banjul were taken.  

However, at about the same time the sale was happen-

ing, I received a letter from them saying there was a  

cancellation and that, indeed, they did have a place for 

me on the ship docked in Banjul. To take that position I 

needed to be in Gambia by January 25, 2000. I had just 

enough time to close the sale, vacate the property, and 

get my travel plans in order. 

 

So, how does an independent pioneer missionary with a 

vision of going to Africa proceed to bring the vision to  

reality? 

 

Step One: Take stock of your resources. God, in nudging 

Moses to be a leader of the Exodus, got Moses’ creative 

juices flowing by posing the fairly simple question, "What 

is it you have in your hand?" What did I have in my hand? 

My in-hand inventory included these: 

•             A clear call from the Lord of the harvest to report 

back to Africa for a ministry he had there for me, together 

with a burning, nothing-will-stop-me determination to be 

obedient to that call. 

•             The encouragement and prayers of my immedi-

ate family, my fellowship group at Salem Mennonite, and 

a few other long-haired, John the Baptist-type visionary 

friends. 

•             Sufficient personal financial resources to get 

myself to the field and provide maintenance while there 

and a perch for when I arrived (on the Anastasis). 

 

Step Two: Get a plane ticket and go. 

B O O K  E X C E R P T  
B Y  B E R Y L  F O R R E S T E R  
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